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The United Church of Ovid

Growing in God’s Word ~ Living in Spiritual Unity ~
Sharing Faith in Christ '

July 12-16, 2010
9 AM - 12 Noon

Hey Kids — are you ready to become cadets on a Starship?
Plan on bringing a friend and join us at Galactic Blast VBS
this July. More details and registration inside — check it out!!



The Pastor’s Piece...

)
from the desk of... %fm &ﬂ

“Ladies and Gentlemen...
We Have a Parking Lot!”

I stood in front of the church the later part of March to let you know that
mountains were beginning to move on Clinton Street.

When the house came down and the land became ours, we celebrated a
mountain coming down on Clinton Street.

When we voted in May to step forward on this well-designed, faith-filled,
and needed endeavor, mountains kept moving on Clinton Street.

And it's my hope that when we get together on June 27" the final
mountain will come down as well.

That part is up to you and God, but it's my prayer you'll see what a
community kid told me just this week as he shot baskets early one
morning on our new lot, “This is awesome.”

Together we can..together we must...together we will..let's knock down
this last mountain together!







Party in the Parking Lot

Consider yourself invited!!! (Invited to bring others as well!)

ON JUNE 27" - The United Church of Ovid is going to be celebrating.
During worship at 10:30am, we’re going to celebrate the mountains being
- moved on Clinton Street through a “Miracle Sunday” worship experience. After

worship, though, we’re going to play!

That’s right, about noon bring your basket balls, roller blades, skateboards,
hockey nets, and bicycles. Part of our new parking lot will be blocked off that
day so that everyone can have some fun. Hot dogs, chips, and drinks will be
provided.

This will be our way of sharing our new “community” parking lot with our
community. In fact, it’s really our way of saying thank-you to our community

for putting up with us and for those who have worked so hard on this project.

If you’d like to assist in getting
the supplies, please contact the
church office, but by all means,
bring the toys June 27 and let’s
enjoy what we’ve accomplished

together.




Monday, July 12 - Friday, July 16
_ 9 am — 12noon.
Sunday July 18" — VBS Sunday

We're inviting all children to be a part
of the excitement at our Vacation Bible
School,

GALACTIC BLAST;

A COSMIC ADVENTURE PRAISING GOD!
At GALACTIC BLAST, your children will
become cadets on the starship
Galactic Praise as we learn more
about our wonderful, incredible,
amazing, magnificent, awesome God.

We will be having any one that brings
a child to VBS, please come into the
church to sign them in and sign them
out at the end of the day. This is for
the protection of your children.

Please pre-register your children if
possible. This would help with making
the 1st day go a littler smoother.
Registrations are included in this
newsletter and extra ones are on the
table in our entrance.

VBS Supplies List

Volleyball Footbali
Golf balls Baseball
Soccer Ball Tennis Ball
Craft bells Buttons
Beads

Table tennis balls

Crepe paper-all colors

Aluminum Pie Plates (new or used)

Poster board - 5 yellow, 5 white ,
and 1 purple

Potting soil

Quick sprouting grass seed

- Large plastic baggies

Paper or plastic supt

String

Jumbo craft sticks

Chenille sticks (pipe cleaners)
modeling clay

paper towel tubes

set of strong magnets

CDs (can be used)

Silver Duct Tape

Black, Blue, white, gray butcher paper
Dryer vent hoses

Black plastic

Black light, lava lamps

Science items for decorating
Outer Space items for decorating

A list is posted on the education bulletin
board at the end of the hallway by the
kitchen. This will be updated with new
items regularly — so keep checking it out.

People-Help Needed Also

We need your help!!! If you are
interested in being a team leading, a helper
or whatever (©) please contact Jessi
Ladiski (834-9795) or Sue in the office.




, WHAT DOES THAT BELIEF
— STATEMENT MEAN TO ME AND
THE UNITED CHURCH?

At the United Church of Ovid, we believe that the church who believes that everyone has
a Spiritual gift, however large or small, it is will be the church that fosters and
encourages the use of these gifts.

The Bible tells us that God has given each of us one or more special talents, which are to
be used for the purpose of unifying the body of Christ and for the growth of God’s
Kingdom. These talents are called ‘Spiritual Gifts’. Everyone was born with their
spiritual gift — you just need to look within yourself to find it. Some people just know
what their gift is but others have a harder time naming their gift.

I believe that it is our responsibility to encourage everyone to find their spiritual gift and
then use their spiritual gift. This may sound like a very fundamental concept to put into
practice — but in reality can be very difficult. Many times we think that we are using our
Spiritual Gifts but we are just doing what we have always done. Kind of like the
hamster that Pastor Greg talked about last Sunday that kept himself busy by running on
his wheel but going no where. We need to encourage all of us to get off that wheel,
stand back and pray about what God has intended for us to do.

If everyone at UCO found their spiritual gift and used their spiritual gift, there would be
such a large explosion of excitement and energy that would not go unnoticed by the rest
of our community. Just think about what could be accomplished for God’s Kingdom!
Just think about all of the people whose lives would be changed forever !

My prayer and hope is that each one of us will take the time to discover what our
spiritual gift is and then use our gift out of love for one another and in service to one
another.

1 Corinthians 12

Sue Casler



The 2010 Return of them

“"HOT TOPIC”
MESSAGE
SERTES

Sundays, July 25th — August 22nd, Pastor Greg is going to preach
on topics that may be...well...“controversial.” And not only that,
he'll get the topics for these “hot topic” messages from YOU!

If there has ever been a topic you've wanted to hear a message
on? Here's your chance.

Is there a question about the Christian faith you've always wanted
answered? Here's your chance.

On the back of this sheet, you will see a form to fill out. Topics with
the most complete answers will be considered first and they need
to be in by July 7th so the worship and music team can choose
them and adapt them into services.

New topics will be chosen over those chosen in previous years, but
everyone’s input will be considered. The worship team will decide
which guestions will be used in worship while the remainder will be
addressed in future newsletters.

Don't hold back...this is your chance this summer to make Pastor
Greg sweat a little bit! ©



“YHOT TOPIC” SERMONS FORM

Deadline: July 7, 2010

Please complete one or more of the following as completely as possibie.
Those forms most completely filled out will be considered first.

1) I've always wanted to hear a message about:

Why?

2) A Scripture | would like to hear a message preached on would be:

Why?

3) A controversial subject | would like Biblical interpretation on would be:

Why?

Please mail to: UCO-Hot Topics, Box 108, Ovid, Ml 48866
or email to: pastorgreg@unitedchurchofovid.com,
or drop into the offering plate on Sunday.
Thank you for your input! ©



Lugnut Ball Game

The United Church of Ovid is excited
to announce our annual excursion to a
Lansing Lugnut Ballgame out on Friday,
July 30, at 7:05pm at the Cooley Law
School Stadium. Tickets are $10. We’ve
reserved a bunch of tickets so that we can
invite everyone from the community to
join us! Call 834-5958 for reservations as
soon as possible. Transportation can be
arranged.

New this year, anyone serving as a
first responder (police, fire, elms, etc.) is
welcome to go free with their families on
us. We want to thank you for your service
that often goes unnoticed! However, we
need you to reserve your tickets this week!

“Seasons of Grief”
Free Bereavement Support Group

This group meets on the 2" and 4™ Tuesdays
at 3:30 pm here at UCO. Johanna Workman

(MAFS), from Heartland Hospice, a grief

survivor, will be leading the ongoing classes.
If you or a loved one or friend is in need of a
healthy, safe place to find grief support, this is
the place! Feel free to pass this along to others
and to contact Johanna at 1-888-670-7448 for
more information.

Upcoming Church Meetings

Official Board -Tues, August 3, 7:30 pm
Finance Team - Tues, August 3, 6:30 pm
Education — Thurs, August 19, 7 pm
Pastor-Parish Mt.—Tue. July 20, 6:30 pm
Tue, August 17, 6:30 pm
Trustees Team — Tue, July 27, 6:30 pm
Tues, August 31, 6:30 pm

Canoe Trip
Friday, August 13

We will be canoeing down the beautift
AuSable river in Grayling. We will have
picnic at 11 am and canoeing begins ¢
12pm for our 4 hour trip. The cost ¢
renting a canoe or kayak is $24. Pleas

- sign up at the Front St. entrance if yo

plan on joining us. Any question, ca
Denise Dennison at 723-7192,

Ovid Carriage Days
September 24 — 26

25™ Parade - This year our Theme will
be ‘Missions’ for the parade. We will
need lots of help — walkers as well as idea
for postes, sandwich boards and handouts.

Please contact the office or Char
Terpstra @ 834-5728

Treasure Sale — The United Women will
be holding their annual Treasure Sale, so
start thinking about what you would like t
donate. Remember we do not accept adul
clothing, shoes or electronic equipment.

Community Potluck — We will be hostin
the community Potluck on Thursday night
If you would like to help, please contact
the office.

Spaghetti Dinner Thank You

The United men would like to than
everyone who stayed and participated i
the Spaghetti Dinner last Sunday. Ove
$200 was raised to help the ministry of th
United Women.



Change — Commitment — Enthusiasm

On Memorial Day Sunday, the message included three distinct points
that set some goals for our congregation. I was asked to re-share them
in our next newsletter, so...here they are:

CHANGE

We cannot be afraid of meaningful and purposeful change. In fact, we
need to search it out and see what the Spirit is willing to do dlfferently
especially when what we’re domg currently isn’t working.

Change for changes sake is worthless. Change for our purpose’s sake is
necessary. As we continue to grow into what God is calling us to be, I've
been thankful that many have shown their appreciation for what we've
been able to accomplish together.

COMMITMENT

Bottom line...we need a higher level of commitment, especially from our
members. As we continue to grow, ministries will need fresh leaders who
can focus solely on that ministry. If your faith and this church are in your
top ten, but there is something other than your faith or family getting in
the way, then I'm pastorally asking you to move that something out of
that position so that God’s work can take a greater role in your life.

ENTHUSIASM

Last not least...we need to be get enthusiastic about who we are and more
importantly Who’s we are. People are watching UCQ. People want to know
how we’re doing what we’re doing. People need a Savior. As followers of
Jesus Christ, there is no reason why we can’t be excited about what
Christ is doing in our midst and being willing to share that with others.

There is not doubt that God is doing some great things at United,
but there is also no doubt that he needs us to help make it happen.
So, here’s the challenge, “What positive change, what level of
commitment, what enthusiasm are you willing to bring to growing in
God’s word, living in Spiritual unity, and sharing faith in Christ.”
I pray that God will appreciate our efforts.



EMMAUS
WALKS ARE
STARTING
SOON!

| Mens Walk - October 7-10
- Ladies Walk - October 21-24
At the United Church of Ovid!ll

The Walk Lo
F

The Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual renewal program intended to
‘strengthen the local church through the development of Christian
disciples and leaders.

During and after the three day weekend, Emmaus leaders
encourage participants to meet regularly in small groups. The
members of the small groups challenge and support one another in

faithful living. '

The three-day Emmaus experience and follow-up groups
strengthen and renew Christian people as disciples of Jesus Christ
and as active members of the body of Christ in mission to the
world.

Don’t-know if you'd find the Emmaus experience
helpful for your journey? Stop and ask Alene Ward,
Janelle Kebler, Sue Casler, Ben Cook, Jim Ladiski,
Aaron McClung, AnnMarie Buchner, or Pastor Greg
about their walk experience.



Thank You!!

I want to thank everyone for the prayers,
cards and best wishes when I had my
surgery. The surgery was a little more
than expected, but I am home and gaining.
Most days are moving forward, but
sometimes back. But all in all things are
getting better. Pastor Greg was so good
about coming to see me. He kept my
spirits up along with my faith. Bless you
all. Lois Bracey '

HHHEEELLLPPP!!!! ©
We God Needs You

As our ministry expands at UCO, more
servants are needed. They aren’t necessarily
volunteers, but servamts because God has
placed it on their heart to serve Him. Where
has God shaped you for ministry? If you need
help in finding that, set up an appointment
with Pastor Greg through the church office.

Greeters and Coffee Hour Hosts
Please sign up at the sign-up table and contact
the Connie Paksi if you have any questions.

Upper Room Helpers
Each Sunday we have a group of kids that like

to use our Upper Room which is why it’s
there! To make it safer, we’d like to have
supervisors up there if possible with the
kiddos. If you’re willing to watch the kids for
a Sunday see the sign-up sheet at the Front
Street entrance.

Tech Table Director

We need someone here each week to be sure
everything runs smoothly on our next tech
table. If you have a servant’s heart, a drive for
quality worship, and the God-given skilis
needed. Please send a letter of interest
indicating those traits to UCO-Tech Table, PO

Box 106, Ovid, MI 48866. This is a volunteer
position that will become a paid position in
time. Please send your letter ASAP.

Tech Personnel

As we transition into our new system, we
need volunteers! So, we are putting together a
rotating list of those who are interested in
working the sound for our Sunday worship
experiences. Training will be provided. See
the sign-up sheet at the Front Street entrance.

Children’s Ministries

What we prayed for has happened! Our
children’s ministry has been revived and is
growing! If God is tugging on your heart to
help in Sunday School, Children’s Church,
United Kids, VBS, nursery, etc., contact Ruth
today (834-1157 or 517-204-7289).

Supporters Always Appreciated

We often overlook that many of our ministries
only happen to their fullest with you. When
you choose to attend, support, and pray for our
UCO ministries, they will grow and make a
difference in your life, in the lives of those
around you, and around the world.

For those who have supported, thank you.
For those who haven’t, this is your invitation.
We can do it better together!

Shepardsville UM Church
Invites Us to Join Them

VBS June 21-June 25 from 6 pm — & pm.
We are going to Egypt. VBS for ages 4 —
12 years old. Kids will experience basket
making, brick making, blanket weaving,
visit the ‘barbershop’ and they will also
talk to Joseph who went from jail to the
king’s palace. More info on bulletin board.

Ice cream Social on July 4" at the
picnic/football event just down the road.




Praise and Praver List Last Updated: June 15, 2010

We give God praise for. Spencer Parmenter & Whitney Job were married on June 6 / Ovid Alumni
Banquet/ Rachelle Sandbrook — State Champion for High Jump / Parking lot in use

We pray for the health & healing of: Carol Watson — surgery / Erica Cook — surgery / Keri Hudson —
cancer/ Kip Scott - health / Frank Winkler Sr. — heart surgery / father- in- law of Julie Kioski Richardson
recovering from surgery / Vernon Westbrook — heart surgery - brother of Russ Westbrook / Alex Pung -
critical condition from accident /f Rebecca Marshal — possible surgery - wife of Bob Marshall / Leah Lupu -
test / Kali Mattson — surgery / Jean Loznak - cancer / Richard Latz - accident - step-father of Kathy Hunt

! James & Karen Cook / Jack Richardson - heart surgery /' Kim & Janelle McClelland - car accident /
Jim Brown - health / Jim Hurst — health / Lois Bracey —recovering from surgery / Dick Hunt — heart
problems — brother of Dave Hunt/ Kia Richardson — surgery — grandson of Russ & Sally Kioski

We share our sympathy with the families of: George ‘'Tom' Nicholson — father of George Nicholson -

We lift up our general requests of: Al Berlo - safe travel / Camping families in Arkansas / Oil Spill
disaster / Lena & Clarence Trowbridge — moving to Owosso / Emily & Al Berlo - training / / Pastor's
families in transition / Rev. David Hill and family in their transition / people of Haiti, China and Chiii and all
who in or serving in countries with natural disasters

Prayers on the three lists below will remain until we receive some update or request.

We lift up those who are experiencing longer term healing and treatment: Barb Jones - shingles /
Mary Ann Mizga —health / Margo Martin — health / Doris Darling ~ Alzheimer's / Alyce Bond — multiple
health problems - sister of Carol Watson / James White - healing / Brad Behrens - stroke / Arvilla Bunnell
- strength and healing — aunt of Steve Clark / Clyde Gilbert -brother of Nancy Hehrer / Emily Ann Pruse -
healing of ear / Jean Loznak — cancer / Connie Parmenter / Gary Wilkins — cancer / Louise Rees ~ Home
from OHC / Chris Wilkins - cancer / Buddy ligenfritz - home / Mary Ann Wittenberg - cancer / Laurie
Higgins- cancer / Joan Bracey - Alzheimer's / Katie & Faith Heinze — Niemann-Pick Dis.

We lift up those who have served or are serving in our peacekeeping efforts worldwide: Joshua
Rosekrans, Barry Hunt, Josh Wiegel, Pete Carpenter. Kevin Hehrer, Bret Fell, Kori Sheidon, James King,
Greg White, Bob Wienry, Mike Kimmel, Nicholas Passmore, Doug Betts, Chris Sodman, William
Piwowarski, John Westbrook, Keith Burba, Robert Allen, Ted Olson, Kurt Doten, Scott Meyers, Jason
Spencer, Dallas Blooding, Jason Westbrook, Al & Emily (Moore) Berlo, Neit Hegle, Brian Moody, Arin
Monahan, Jarred Luckhardt

We remember those who are continually in our thoughts: UCQ, its leaders, and our purpose / shut-ins /
RAVE families / UMC-UCC leaders / Christian churches at home & around the globe / local, state, national,
world leaders / those affected, nationally and internationally, by famine, disease, & persecution, because of
natural and human-made disasters / those in our community who need a relationship with Jesus Christ
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August Birthdays

Birth date Name
08/01 Batora, Michael
08/01 Wilkins, Saige
08/02 Ritter, Tara
08/02 Grennell, Tori
08/03 Hunt Jr., Darwin
08/03 Ladiski, Brooke
08/05 O'Bryant, Mike
08/05 Swanson, Morris
08/08 Casler, Jason
08/09 Casler, Stacey
08/09 McPherson, Logan
08/11 Van Amberg, Frank[V]
08/12 Vanderhoof, Butch
08/13 Baese, Kirk
08/14 Martin, Margo
08/14 Hier, Justin
08/15 Perez, Mario
08/18 Case, Burt
08720 Long, Dennis
08/20 Dahike, Kart
08/21 Carman, Amy
08/22 Mayle-ller, Sally
08/23 Wiegel, Bruce
08/23 Hebeler, Jeanna
08/24 Veale, Rob
08/25 ller, Jonathan
08/25 Densteadt, LaNiece
08/28 Graham, John
08/28 Wesenberg, Cindy
08/29 Shimunee, Fred
08/29 Carpenter, Amanda
08/30 McClelland, Kim
08/31 Martin, Leann
08/31 Taylor, Kristi

August Wedding Anniversaries

8-1
8-2
8-8 -
3-8
8-15
8-19
8-21
8-23
8-24

Gene & Alene Ward

Kirk & Rosemary Baese
Matt & Amanda Ashmore
Dan & Jennifer Martin
Fred & Shelley Shimunec
Jason & Stacey Casler
Jonathan & Sally Iler
Kelly & Jean Murdock
Mark & Sue Casler

July Birthdays

Birth date Name
07/05 Vanderhoof, Emily
07/06 Nicholson, Sherry
07/06 Martin, Alaina
07/06 Cook, Amelia
07/07 Moore, Dawn
07/07 Carmman, Cayleb
07/09 Hebeler, Jolene
07/11 Love, Caleb
0712 Kelley, Gwen
07/12 Stehlik, Kyle
07/12 Dahlke, Wyatt
0714 Davis, Jeff

07/16 Casler, Bud

07/16 Pierce, Katelyn
07/18 Coven, Pam
07/19 Grennell, Taner
07/20 Moore, Alyson
07/21 Fluke, Renee
07/24 McClung, Conor
07/25 Trowbridge, Claren
07/25 Todosciuk, Harry
07/25 Farver, Alyssa
07/25 Wilkins, Jacgleen
07/29 Matthies, Roger
07/29 Cooper, Jacob
07/31 Lupu, Daniel

July Wedding Anniversaries

7-10
7-14
7-19
7-19
7-21
7-30

Jason & Rachelle Parsons
Pastor Rob & Christy McPhers
Ken & Shirley Austin

Ed & Barb Vanderhoof
Dennis & Carolyn Long

Dave & Kathy Hunt

If you have any additions or deletic
please contact the church office.



July & August Worship

Sunday, July 4 Independence Day
“The Soul of a Nation” (A message
Sfeaturing God I our US founding
documents.)
I Peter 2:9-17 (NIV)

Sunday, July 11
“Things I Learned from Paving a
Parking Lot”
Matthew 21:18-22 (MSG)

Sunday, July 18 VBS Sunday
“On a Galactic Blast”
Psalm 150:1-6

Sundays, July 25™ thru August 22"
“The Return of the Hot Topics Message
Series”

Sunday, August 29  Greg on Vacation
Ron Bekkering, Dir. Of Senior High &
Colllege, Redeemer UMC, DeWitt

Community Missions

Personal Care Products
United Church of Ovid
Monday - Friday 9am-12noon

Food Banks

Elsie American Legion Halt

Monday & Wednesday 8am-%9am

Elsie Free Produce (Amer. Leg. Hall}

1* Tuesday & 3™ Thurs. each month, 8am

Ovid Mt. Hope Church 834-0222
1* & 3™ Wednesday from 7:30-8:30 pm

Caring Kitchen

Church of the Living Word

A great meal is served free every 3* Tuesday
from 5:30 — 7:30 pm

Baby Pantry

Located at 150 E. Main St., Elsie

2" & 4™ Tuesdays 11am - 5pm



